248             Madame de StaeL

the tormented seekers after the ideal, and pil-
grims from a far country.

" Corinne" in turn helped to restore Italy
in her own eyes and before the world. It
drew aside the veil that had heretofore
shrouded this land and nation in mystery, and
promulgated throughout Europe a thought
which became a political dogma: "The Ital-
ians are far more remarkable for what they
have been and for what they might be than for
what they are at present." Madame de Stael
Initiated the Italians into romanticism. Silvio
Pellico was evidently inspired by her; in fact,
she merited the opinion of an Italian who said:
" She foresaw the Italy of the future; she was
the precursor of a new order of things ; she
showed herself to be a prophetess, and she
anticipated, by apprehension, all that others
have said since then without giving her due
credit for it."

In French literature we perceive Madame de
Stael at the very start of the whole generation
that follows. Sainte-Beuve, devoting one of
his last articles to her in 1868, said: " She was
one of the cults of my youth, and one that I
have never abjured. ... She contributed," he
adds, "along with Chateaubriand and after
Jean Jacques and Bernardin de Saint-Pierre, to
arouse in our souls the liking for the marvel-onquerors of 1812, as well asgo,ame dc Stall's genius than
